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The 'involvement of -the United
States in the thwarted invasion of

%ﬁﬁa was about as complete as it
¢ ave been without the actual
employment of U.S! tr00ps and arma-

ment.
It is known that many meetings

were held among high officials in -
Washington. Many experienced peo-'

- ple attended these meetings, including
military authorities. Our intelligence
agency had evaluated the strengths

and weaknesses of the Castro regime. .

Those involved in these meetings and

- evaluations thought the project worth: - -

carrying on.

Its subsequent failure was apparent. .h

to all the world.
Now. because there are some les-
sons to be lcarned, as President Ken-

nedy has said, glﬁgmmg setognyesti-
gate #p,g,_,aborte mvagkbn has been
petite

d by the President. wlimailis.

cludes General Maxwell D, Taylor,

BMM&r chief of staff for the Army;.
. Adm

E

iral Arleigh Burke, chief of naval

operations; Robert F. Kennedy, attor-.

ney general, amhé widlle s edisec-

tor ,Sentr ngence Agency.

r. Drummond notes on this
page today, the results of that inves-
tigation may well sugpest that the
United States must find new means
of coping with Communist subver.
sion,.or takeovers such as occurred
in Cuba.

* o x e
But if there are meaningful lessons
to be learned from the embarrass-
ment that met the counter-revolution.

aries on the swampy shores of Cuba
last week, then the investigation by

the Taylor group must necessarily be .

an investigation of our Central Intel-
ligence Agency,

For if, as {s known, experienced
military and state department people
thqught the planned invasion of Cuba
ought to po forward, they could have
decided to give the po-ahead signal
only on the belief that the enterprise
would be successful.

Béfore such a signal could have
been given, many things had to he

cvaluated. Among them - were .the ..

strengths and weaknesses of the
Castro forces, the mood and temper
of the Cuban people. and the strengths.

unul these mattere had hern cnundlv

Arn o v 1wve

weighed could a sound judgment on
the success of the venture be deter-
mined.

It is known—now-——that the invad-’
ers went in with not nearly enough
strength to carry out the enterprise.
It is known—now-~that the Castro
forces were exceedingly strong. It is
known—now—that the Cuban pcople
did not rise against their oppressors
and in defense of the counter-revolu-

)

tionaries.
Were these matters known before?
Were they properly evaluated?

* * * *

Obviously, there were,mi cula-
tionspfuthe.gravest order in s en-
tire enterpmc Among them, %
ing to the N \\mm‘rkﬂlmws. was the
Centraf Inte igence Agency decision
to hold incommunicado the leaders
of the Caban Revolutionary Council
the day the landings took place. The
explanation by our officials was that -
this was done as a “security meas-
\ure." The effect, the Times reported,

“was to keep them (the revolutionary °
leaders) from having any role in di--
recting the landings and from coordi-
nating the effort with the under-"
ground in Cuba.”

Thus, it is apparent thagthe shada..
owy_ role of the:Contral.Intelligence
A;.gyn,c ‘ \
teurish perfo manq m begmmng
tSERAE fr'o{n an erroncous assess- '
ment of the power of the (..lstroi

forces and of the mood of the Cuban |
people, and a mistaken evaluation of -
the strength necessary to make the
invasion a success, down to the vir- |
tual imprisonment of the very leaders ¢
chosen to lead the uprisings. {

Yet we find Mr. Dulles named to a |
group that will now have to assess

- the role of Mr. Dulles's agency. It is

not exactly like }}}&Lﬂ% ‘trhe cow.. in
charge gf.the cabbage pas i, But'it is :
close cnou;zh (o that ta be dis sturbing,

Mr. Dulles, we believe, ought to
remove himself completely from this
probe.

And the subsequent probe ought to -
go over the Central lntelhgcnce#
Agency from top to bottom eed |

"cQMmgreﬁ, reality,;and..much .less .

¥ n.Graustark it America Is i

guesswor

_n8E1B788 further humiliated and em. .
and weaknesses of the invaders, Only.. .

barrassed- by cloak-and-dagger. ven--

turec fhat on auwey.
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